
Text Amendment UDO-TA-2022-2602 
Staff Report to Planning Commission 

Meeting Date: January 17, 2023 

 
 

PROPOSAL: Amend Unified Development Ordinance Section 6.4: Connectivity 

APPLICABLE CHAPTER(S): Chapter 6 

APPLICANT: Lancaster County 
 
STATUTORY NOTICES: Hearing notice published 12/31/2022 in The Lancaster News  

And 1/11/2023 in Carolina Gateway 
 Posted agenda in lobby 1/10/2023 
 

 
PROJECT SUMMARY & PROPOSAL: 
Currently, Lancaster County allows a maximum of 20 lots to access off of a dead end road 
pursuant to UDO section 6.4.1.D.1. As written, this standard applies to not only new construction 
but all dead roads within the County. Following concerns from constituents and a failed request 
to a variance from these regulations (VAR-2022-2006). County Council directed Planning Staff to 
prepare a text amendment which would provide relief to property owners on roads which existed 
prior to the adoption of the current UDO.  

 
OUTLINE OF TEXT AMENDMENT: 
The following sections of the UDO are proposed to be amended: 6.4.1 

With the addition of the following language:  

All roads constructed prior to the adoption of this ordinance (adoption date: 11-
28-2016) are exempt from the regulations found in sections 6.4.1.A through 
6.4.1.D.  

In the event that an existing road is extended in conjunction with new 
development all of the following standards shall apply.   

 

Based on staff’s findings, we offer the modifications attached to the Draft Ordinance for the 
Commission’s consideration. For ease of reference, new text is referenced in red/underlined font 
and deletions are referenced in strikethrough font. The proposed language in context of the 
relevant section is found in Attachment 1.  

 
FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS: 
The proposed text amendment has been found to be consistent with the applicable provisions of 
the Comprehensive Plan as required by UDO Section 9.2.15.B.3, as well as with the applicable 
provisions of SC Code Title VI.  
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This amendment would exempt roads which were developed prior to November 28th, 2016 from 
the following connectivity standards:  block length, block width, through-block connectivity, 
maximum length of a dead end road, and number of lots which may access off of a dead end 
road.  This exemption would not apply to an extension of an existing road in conjunction with 
new development.  

It should be noted that there are other mitigating factors which determine whether or not a 
property can be subdivided (how many times the lot has been previously divided, lot size, zoning 
compliance, etc.). So while this text amendment may provide relief and the ability to subdivide 
to some residents it does not guarantee that all lots off of existing roads may now be subdivided.

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of the proposed text amendment. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proposed Text Amendment 

STAFF CONTACT: 
Ashley Davis,  
Senior Planner 
adavis@lancastersc.net 


