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6.3 REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS FOR ALL DEVELOPMENT  

All development which does not qualify as a Minor Subdivision according to the criteria in Chapter 9 shall be 
required to install or construct the improvements specified in the table below. The developer shall be 
responsible for the installation and construction of required improvements according to the provisions of 
this ordinance and the South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) Access and Roadside 
Management Standards (ARMS) manual, except as may otherwise be specifically provided herein or by 
County policy or agreement. 

 

* Administrator may wave required improvements with use of approved Low Impact Development Infrastructure. 

6.4 CONNECTIVITY 
 

6.4.1 GENERAL 

The arrangement, character, extent, width, grade and 
location of all streets shall be considered in their 
relation to existing and planned streets, to 
topographical conditions, to public convenience and 
safety, and in their appropriate relation to the 
proposed use of the land to be served by such streets. 
The proposed street system shall be designed to 
provide vehicular interconnections in order to 
facilitate internal and external traffic movements in 
the area, improve access/egress for neighborhoods 
and communities, provide faster response time for 
emergency vehicles, and improve the connections 
between neighborhoods and communities. Street 
arrangements shall not be such as to cause hardship 
to the owner of adjoining property in platting their 
own land and providing convenient access to it. 

All roads constructed prior to the adoption of this 
ordinance (adoption date: 11-28-2016) are exempt 
from the regulations found in sections 6.4.1.A 
through 6.4.1.D.  

In the event that an existing road is extended in 
conjunction with new development all of the 
following standards shall apply.   

 

 
The images at left 
illustrate three 
conceptual 
subdivision layouts. 
The top image is an 
example of a poor 
layout with too few 
connections and many 
dead ends. 
The lower two 
images show 
improved street 
layouts with the 
required 
connections and 
a network of 
streets. 
(Diagrams 
courtesy of Fort 
Collins, 
Colorado) 

  Zoning Districts 
   Required Improvements AR RR RN RUB MH LDR MDR PB NB GB RB INS LI HI All Others 

Underground Drainage* - - - - - -
X

-
X 

X X X X X X X X 
Curb and Gutter* - - - - - -

X 
-
X 

X X X X X X X X 
Public Water and Hydrants - - - - -

X 
- X X X X X X X X X 

Public Sewer - - - - - -
X 

X X X X X X X X X 
Street Lights - - - - -

X 
-
X 

-
X 

X X X X X X X X 
Street Trees X

- 
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Paved Streets X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Street Signs (All) X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Underground Wiring - - - - -

X 
-
X 

-
X 

-
X 

-
X 

-
X 

-
X 

-
X

-
X 

-
X 

-
X Park/Open Space X

- 
-
X 

- - X X X - - - - X - - X 
Sidewalks (also see 6.7.1)* - - - - - X X X X X X X - - X 
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A. Block Lengths: Block lengths shall adhere to the standards in the following table: 
 

 Minimum Block Length Maximum Block Length 

Rural & Transitional Districts* 240 feet 1,000 feet 
Neighborhood Mixed Use Districts* 240 feet 600 feet 

*District classifications are outlined in Chapter 2. 

B. Block Width: Blocks shall have sufficient width to provide for 2 tiers of lots of appropriate 
depth except where otherwise required to separate residential development from through traffic. 

C. Through-Block Connections: A pedestrian/bicycle accessway shall be required near the 
center and entirely across any block in excess of 800 feet in length where deemed essential by the 
Administrator to provide adequate access to any school, shopping center, church, park, or 
transportation facility (such as a greenway, sidewalk, or bike lane). Such connections shall be 
owned and maintained by an approved homeowner’s association. 

D. Cul-de-Sac: In general, streets with one end permanently closed shall be avoided unless the 
design of the subdivision and the existing or proposed street system in the surrounding area 
clearly indicates that a through street is not essential at the location of the proposed cul-de-sac. 
In instances where permanent dead-end streets or cul-de-sacs are permitted, they must adhere 
to the following requirements: 

1. Maximum Length: 800 feet, measured from the point of street centerline intersection to 
the center point of the cul-de-sac, and no more than 20 lots. 

2. Turnaround Dimensions: The closed end of such streets shall be designed with 
turnaround dimensions in accordance with Appendix C, MSSD. 

3. Cul-de-sac Connections: For the purposes of meeting the connectivity index 
requirements in Section 6.4.3.A, credit for 1 additional segment shall be given when a 
pedestrian/bicycle accessway is provided between the following: 

a. Two permanent cul-de-sacs, or 

b. A cul-de-sac and any school, shopping center, church, park, or transportation facility 
(such as a greenway, sidewalk, bike lane, etc.) 

E. Street Jogs Prohibited: Street jogs with centerline offsets of less than 150 feet shall not be 
permitted. 

F. Reserve Strips Prohibited: Reserve strips and non-access easements adjoining street rights-of-
way for the purpose of preventing access to or from adjacent property, and half-streets, except 
those required to prevent access to thoroughfares, shall not be permitted. 

G. Street Width Transition: Where a proposed street extends an existing street of a different width 
than what is required by this section, the width transition shall be made within the first block of 
the proposed development, but in no instance less than the distance specified by the standards 
of the South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT). Said standards are those 
contained in the latest edition of “A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets” by 
the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). 

H. Access to Major or Minor Thoroughfares: Where a subdivision borders an existing or 
proposed Major or Minor Thoroughfare, no direct driveway access shall be permitted to such 
facilities from the lots within the subdivision. 


