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Provide options for a waiver/variance to rural areas that fall well below the
infrastructure of other more developed subdivisions which are governed by the
2016 SUBDIVISION AND INFRASTRUCTURE STANDARDS for privately owned
roads.
Provide privately owned inherited landholders the right to maintain the
integrity of their raw property and roads without any interference from county
officials. 

Greetings County Council members,
 

On behalf of the descendants of Wyatt Brown Sr. we would like to submit for your
consideration some of our concerns, questions, and potential solutions as they
relate to pending legislation for rural communities that impact our property and
its infrastructure – (in particular our roads). We are not developers, builders or
contractors; nor do we have generational wealth in the form of stocks and bonds,
but we do have possession of a land inheritance given to us by our grandfather,
Wyatt, Sr. which gives us concern to write to you today. As a family, we are seeking
a resolution that will provide us and other families living in privately owned rural
communities, the liberty to maintain our roads with support from the County
Council for sustainable alternative solutions.

We recognize the long process the council is undergoing to create a separate set
of rules and guidelines that would govern rural privately owned roads as opposed
to subdivisions like Indian Land that are governed by the 2016 SUBDIVISION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE STANDARDS. As this effort continues with a decision planned
to be announced at the next council meeting on July 18, 2023, specifying privately
owned rural roads be made 20 feet wide and 12” of graveled surface, we as a family
are making a formal request for the Planning Department to implement guidelines
as follows:

1.

2.



Dirt Roads - treated and surfaced with sustainable products like Perma-Zyme/soil
stabilizer
Alternatives to Gravel Roads such as crushed stone #411, quarry process, 
Compliance with road Width/dimensions per Public Works
Gravel Driveways with alternates such as pea gravel, jersey shore gravel, marble chips or
river rock.  
Road Soil Conditions/ stormwater management and drainage systems
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3. Allowances under Statutory Exemptions in section B of 6 SUBDIVISION AND
     INFRASTRUCTURE STANDARDS DRAFT 10.24.16

These exceptions would assist in the upkeep and maintenance of all site infrastructure
including but not limited to:

In rare cases we understand that if we build a new home it would become necessary to pave
or gravel our private roads, install street lights, and sidewalks, etc., like Indian Land as
required by the 2016 rules and guidelines that govern subdivisions. They have many houses
consolidated in one location on a small or large piece of land. The Brown Estate is not like
Indian Land, nor do we want or need the rules and guidelines that apply to this and other like
communities. The 2016 rules and guidelines should apply to contractors, developers, and
builders. As stated previously before the council, when the 2016 rules and guidelines were
being considered, it appears no one thought of the little guys like us who live in rural
moderately developed communities (farmland). We believe It’s time to rethink and tailor these
guidelines to match our conditions. 

We would like to maintain our infrastructure with minimal requirements for gravel except
where it's absolutely necessary for EMS and Fire safety vehicles to have access to homes.
However, most of our property is not at that point and is under utilized. Family members who
own property on the backside of our land do not visit often or currently plan to build.
Therefore, it is highly unlikely roads in these areas would require gravel. Should our family
desire in the future to promote growth and development on our privately owned land, then we
would make sure all development is in compliance with local codes. Furthermore, requiring
rural property owners to unnecessarily gravel and widen all roads and driveways would cause
undue financial hardship to every rural property owner.  



The late James H. Brown last will and testament to Framishile Brown
The late Eugene Brown last will and testament to Brown family
The descendants of the late Ella Cooper and Robert Crockett
The descendants of the late Willie Lincoln and Bernice Brown
The descendants of the late Elvenue and John C. Waiters
Mae Dean Brown and the late Wyatt Brown Jr. and their descendants 
The descendants of the late Nannie Patricia B. Davis and Thomas Mackey
Wyscle (Clarence) Washington and the late Clement Johnson and their descendants
Ethel Brown and the late William Arthur Brown and their descendants
Frances Lloyd and Nannie Lue Brown and their descendants 
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Lastly, we have a road that is registered as a private road/driveway. It leads to other family
members’ properties on the backside of our land. There is however one problem on our
land that prevents access due to a washed out gully in the road. We agree with the laws
established, stating that everyone should be able to access their property. In this case our
family is in agreement that repairs are needed. The gully is very deep and could cause
injury if attempting to walk across it. When this section of road is repaired it will allow all
family members access to other areas of our land which are as beautiful as the stars in the
sky. Of Course this will come at a cost. We would need to attain the financial support and
manpower for repairs.

To widen and gravel this private road (which is more than 2 miles long) to meet the
suggested standard of 22 feet wide with 12” of gravel top surface is insurmountable - not to
mention the cost of maintaining it. What does private property mean to you? To us, it
speaks of ownership (our legacy) and we would like to decide what happens with our
property and the development thereof. We want it to retain its natural rural
characteristics as we decide when it's the right time to upgrade our roads.

We thank you in advance for your consideration and attention to this matter. We look
forward to your favorable response during the upcoming council meeting on July 18, 2023.

Respectfully submitted, 
The Descendants of the late Wyatt Sr. and Francina Brown:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
 

Signed in Consent of the Descendants of the Wyatt Brown Estate
Signature: Wyscle Brown Washington _________________________________
Signature: Gwendolyn Brown  ______________________________________
Signature: Andre’ Johnson ________________________________________




